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CORNER 

By Rod Brekken 

AVIATE IN '08 
vividly remember the first 

time I wrote an article for the 
Chairman's Corner of the Quarterly. 
A couple weeks before that I had 
been elected chairman of NDAC by 
its membership at the 1999 Upper 

Midwest Aviation Symposium. 
Being ch airman wou ld be a huge 
responsibility. I envisioned a 
direction for the symposium for 
the next year but had absolutely no 
idea how I was going to accomplish 
that dream. As I wrote the article, I 
talked about lying in the green grass 
near my chi ldhood home, staring 
at the clouds, and dreaming an 
impossible dream at that time, about 
being able to fly in an airp lane. 
I couldn't imagine what would 
happen in my life that would allow 

that opportunity to happen. I was 
growing up on a modest farm, and 
at that time was only interested in 
sports as number one on the l ist, 
music as number two, and g irl s 
only moderately. Aviation was on ly 
a dream that I kept a live with the 
hundreds of models I built and hung 
in the ceiling of my room. Now here 
I sit again with those same memories 
stuck in my mind. I cou ld h ave 
never guessed I wou ld come to know 
so many wonderful people who had 
seen the same clouds I saw that day 
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FROM THE 
IMMEDIATE PAST 
C HAl RMAN HI/ Darrel Pittlllall 

UPPER MIDWEST 
AVIATION SYMPOSIUM 
It has been my distinct 

pleasure to be the Chairman 
of the North Dakota 
Aviation Council for the last 
two years. Last year when 
the council voted me in as 
Chairman again, I thought 
perhaps I either did a good 
job or maybe they thought 
I needed to learn to do it 
better. Anyway, thanks for 
allowing me to be part of 
this fantastic group. 

The UMAS was held in 
Fargo, NO, this year and 
it went well. Thanks go to 
all the Aviation Council 
members working together 
to make it a success. 

We had two special 
visitors, Dave and Peggy 
Weiman, editors of the 
Midwest Flyer Magazine. 
I'm sharing a comment from 
Dave with all of you. He told 
me as they were leaving on 
Tuesday that our program 
was a model program and 
that other groups should 
take a look at how we do 
our planning. That says a 
lot coming from a person 
who attends many such 
events. We can hold our 
heads high and be proud. I 
thank all of you for making 
it so. Don't forget, next year 
we are in Bismarck, NO at 
the Ramkota-Inn. We are 
looking forward to seeing 
vou there. 
, At the Hall of Fame 
banquet I was so busy that 
I overlooked a bullet on 
my notes to acknowledge 
the folks from Ulteig 

Engineering for the great 
tribute to Gerald Beck. So 
thank you Ulteig and I 
apologize. 

ANGEL FLIGHTS 
One of the vendors at 

our UMAS was the Angel 
Flight group out of Kansas 
City. The person running 
the booth was a lady named 
Christel Gollnick who 
was accompanied by her 
Mother. In my conversation 
wi th her she revealed a 
real shortage of pilots in 
North Dakota to help fly 
needy people to different 
destinations. Keep in mind 
this is a program that can 
offer no reimbursement. It 
onl y provides the personal 
reward of helping others. I 
promised her that I would 
write something about the 
organization. They need 
a benefactor to advertise 
in our Aviation Quarterly. 
I don't know if Pittman 
Aviation can afford it, but 
I'm going to survey my 
budget. If any of you are 
willing to provide some 
pilot assistance, I can put 
you in contact with them. 

SAFETY 
Since the UMAS most of 

you know I'm involved with 
the FAA Safety Team. This 
is a new approach to the 
old safety program that we 
were all familiar with. The 
previous safety program has 
been modified to hopefully 
present a different approach 
to safetv awareness. It's 
called FAASafety.gov; oddly 
enough that's the website. 
Log on and register and 
find out how the new 
program works. This is 
a new program and like 

all new programs it will 
have some growing pains, 
so be patient with it. Log 
on and work around in it, 
see how it works. If you 
have some issues, let us 
know. The North Dakota 
program managers are 
Steve Hoogerhyde out of 
RAP FSDO and Don Brown 
out of MSP FSDO. You can 
always let me know and I'll 
address the problem to them 
on your behalf. 

I was employed by the 
FAA for many years and 
got paid for it. Little did I 
know that I would be doing 
it again for free! Well, being 
sa fety related it's a good 
cause. 

At the UMAS Janese 
Thatcher Buzzell and I 
presented a program on 
a non-FOIA-able idea of 
reporting safety concerns on 
line. Once this program is up 
and running I'll advise. She 
has this program in MN and 
it's working well. When we 
have it working in NO I'll 
be handling the program. 
This should provide 
valuable input for future 
safety programs around the 
State. By the way, we are 
recruiting representatives 
to help, let me know if you 
are interested. 

FLY·INS 
The council webmaster 

and I are attempting to keep 
the website, www.ndac.aero 
up to date with the fly-ins 
around the State. We have 
a lot of them listed already 
but if you are aware one 
that's not listed let us know 
and we list them. So, get 
out and support them. See 
you there. 

CLEARED FOR TAKEOFF 
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